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This revision is from an essay by a Japanese-speaking student of education.

Original

The situation . . . is deeply related to Japan's
internationalization.

Revision

The situation is closely related to Japan's
internationalization

A concordance of 20 citations from New Scientist for related in the immediate right context of *ly shows at a
glance the dominance of closely as an intensifier (citations 2-13), and also, incidentally distantly (16) as its
opposite. The basis for the collocation would appear to lie in the closeness/distance metaphor for human
relationships: a mother or a brother is closer in the structure of the family than a great-uncle: and by
extension species relationships, an ape being more closely related to a human being than to a parrot. The
concordance shows also alternatives to closely that could be used in this text: directly and intimately, both
of which appear to derive from similar metaphors.
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If a concordance can demonstrate the intensifiers that are used with related, can it also indicate why native-
speaker intuition and corpus evidence both indicate that deeply is not one of those intensifiers? The
following printout is of 20 citations for deeply in the immediate left context of *ly:

1 an it knew how to sell, and was now deeply affected by the recession. Thirdly, to create n
But Agarwal's approach, which has deeply angered some American environmentalists, is und
But what about those who become too deeply attached to virtual realities? Might it change
exploration is penetrating the more deeply buried Upper Palaeozoic rocks, particularly tho
ap quiz shows. Programme makers are deeply concerned about this, which is why they are moo
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scientists, only two by scientists deeply involved in large-scale research. As the editor
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ple's attitudes towards science are deeply rooted. For example, there have been hardly any
ut their lack of enthusiasm is more deeply rooted. When Jacques Caumartin, senior vice-pre
indifference have left the country deeply scarred. Schools, pagodas, hospitals and
grooved rock sheets, outwash fans, deeply scoured valleys and kettled plains, left behind
laria. Like many scientists, she is deeply worried by the virtual absence of any new malar

Examination of the data shows the following meanings for the collocation:

e Collocations where the headword retains the physical meaning of depth: buried (4), rooted (16-17),
scarred (18), scoured (19).

e Collocations where there is a minor metaphorical extension of the physical meaning of the
headword: affected (1), divided (8), impressed (10), involved (11-15).

¢ Collocations which metaphorically extend the concept of depth/superficiality to emotion, both
negative as in angered (2) and worried (20), and positive as in attached (3) - the last, incidentally,
being the only headword which also collocates readily with closely.

The evidence, then, suggests that there is only a minor degree of overlap between the collocates of closely
and deeply, and that the overlap would not extend to the adjective related.

2nd March 1997
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